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Grand Polemarch Reuben A. Shelton III, Esq. 

ò Our Dream Should Be Bigger than Our Memoriesó 



1. Articles should be submitted in one of the following formats: MS Word (.doc), Rich Text (.rtf), Text  

Document (.txt).  

2. Photos should be submitted in JPEG format (do not include photo on Word document).  

3. Undergraduate and alumni submissions (i.e. stories and achievements related to chapters or chapter  

members) should be sent to: KhronicleSubmissions@southeasternprovince.org  

Submission Guidelines  

Publication Schedule  
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Message from the Province Polemarch  
 
February 28, 2022 
 
Dear Brothers, 
 
The third quarter of the fraternal year is here and Province Council season is upon 
us! 
 
I want to thank all the brothers of this Province for the continued support of the 27th 
Administration. Please make sure that all chapters are represented at the 96th Prov-
ince Council in Myrtle Beach, SC. Information has already gone out to each chap-
terôs leadership. In addition, each chapter has also received the new proposed chang-
es to the bylaws. Please take time to review in advance of Province Council.   

 
I commend the brothers of the Conway and Myrtle Beach area for taking on such an important task of host-
ing the Province Council. We will be back in person and the excitement is building. We definitely look for-
ward to seeing brothers face to face again. Iôm equally excited to announce our special guest, Brother Sam-
uel Hamilton, 30th Grand Polemarch and Laurel Wreath Laurette. He is a son of the Southeastern Province 
by way of the Clark - Atlanta Chapter, the Gamma Kappa of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. We welcome 
him home to share with us.  
 
As we make changes in the administration, we want to make brothers aware that we are constantly evaluat-
ing our operations and the performance of chairmen and directors. The overall goal is to continue our pro-
gressive approach to lifting us to a higher level in our movement.  
 
I want to personally thank the Province Board of Directors for their hard work and diligence to serve the 
brothers in our service area.  
 
Finally, we are restructuring the way we train and deliver content to all chapters to strengthen each brother 
as we believe in ñTraining for Leadership.ò 
 
Thank you again brothers and see you in Myrtle Beach! Remember that This Belongs to Us! 
 
Yours in the Bond,  
 
 
 
Brian C. Mock, 27th Polemarch 
Southeastern Province 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.  
Stockbridge ï Jonesboro (GA) Alumni 
 
 
 
 
 

Georgia  South Carolina  Nigeria  South Africa  United Arab Emirates  

 
ñThis Belongs to Us!ò 
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Message from the Province Chaplain  
Greetings, Brothers: 
 
 I bring you greetings in the name of my Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, as 

we continue to push forward in this fraternal year.  This message is one of the hardest 

to write because this message will be my last as Chaplain of the Southeastern Prov-

ince of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated.  Ecclesiastes 3:1 reads that there is 

a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens and it is at 

this time that the season for serving as Province Chaplain has run its course. 

 During this time of serving in this office during a pandemic I want to espe-

cially thank the extraordinary men of the cloth in this divine Fraternity that made the 

Province Prayer Call an event where God took charge and Brothers connected and in others reconnected.

 The support received from the Brothers on the Prayer Call was nothing short of amazing and all I 

can say is Thank You.  A special thanks to Brother Delmar Whittington, who suggested the Prayer Call in 

the beginning as a way to connect Brothers during a global pandemic.  We came together on Tuesday eve-

nings and God made it work despite any obstacles that may have crossed our paths with technology among 

other things.   

 In closing, Brothers, just know that I will always be praying for you as you will for me as I continue 

on the path the God has me on so that His will and purpose can be fulfilled on the planet.  Thank you and 

God Bless. 

Yours in The Bond, 
 
 
Melvin Scott Norris, J.D., Ed. D 
Southeastern Province Chaplain 

VOLUME 18, ISSUE 3  

REENGAGEMENT PROGRAM  

 

The Southeastern Province Reengagement Program is open for all gentlemen who qualify. 
Please contact Brother Atty. Michael Brown, Senior Vice Province Polemarch 
(brownvegan2002@gmail.com) and Brother Chief Willie Hopkins (kaphop2@yahoo.com) for 
questions.  

mailto:brownvegan2002@gmail.com
mailto:kaphop2@yahoo.com
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Life Member Michael Brown is a 
Fall 1995 Initiate of the Columbus 

(OH) Alumni Chapter and has 
worked for over 20 years as the 

Managing Partner of Rainey and 
Brown Attorneys at Law, a suc-

cessful litigation firm located in 
Upstate South Carolina. A native 
of Spartanburg, Michael holds a 

BA in Political Science w/ honors 
from Alabama A&M University, a 

Master of Public Administration 
from The Ohio State University, and a Juris Doctor degree 

from the University of South Carolina School of Law. Mi-
chael served 12 years as the District One Representative on 

the Spartanburg County Council, is the only African Ameri-
can Vice Chair in the councilôs history and was a long-
serving member of the Economic Development Committee 

having worked directly to create over 20k jobs and deliver-
ing more than $8 billion of development.  

Among many community service roles, he is a Life Member 

and has served as President of the Spartanburg NAACP, he 
is an alumnus of the Liberty Fellowship (an Aspen Global 

Leadership Fellowship) and is a Riley Institute Leadership 
Fellow. He is a founder of the CEO Mentoring Group 

(MBK South Carolina) recognized by the Obama Founda-
tion, a frequent guest speaker to youth groups including 
Kappa League. Michael is a Board Member of the SC Food 

Policy Council and the Carolina Farm Steward Association, 
working to combat the reality of food deserts/food apartheid 

in the communities throughout the state. He is also working 
to curb the reality of the negative indices of heart disease, 

hypertension, diabetes and obesity. As an award winning 
Environmental Justice Advocate (he is also the Executive 
Director of the nonprofit Sustaining Way), he works 

throughout the Southeast addressing the challenges of cli-
mate, energy and the preservation of BIPOC communities. 

After deciding in 2021 to no longer seek reelection to coun-
ty government, Brother Brown continued his almost 30 

years of service to Kappa as the new Southeastern Province 
Vice Polemarch.  He currently serves on the Council of Sen-

ior Vice Province Polemarchs and the Executive Committee 
of the Southeastern Province with the task set before him to 
help guide the current administrationôs goals and objectives 

and the strategic plan of the Grand Board forward.  Embrac-
ing the spirit of the poem, ñKappa of My Dreamsò, Brother 

Brown points out that he embraces the role of Senior Prov-
ince Vice Polemarch with his personal creed ñI Came To Do 

Something and Not To Become Something.ò  

Southeastern Province  

Brief Candidate Biographies 
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Oscar Neely is the UI Eligibility 
and Records Reviewer with SC 
Department of Employment and 
Workforce in Greenwood, SC. 
The last four years Oscar was the 
Out of School Coordinator of SC 
Jobs for Americaôs Graduates 
Program of SC Department of 
Employment Workforce and is a 
Global Career Development Facil-
itator. He has been a Coach in 
Greenville County Schools for 38 
years. He has the most wins of 

any boys basketball coach in the history of Mauldin High 
School as Head Coach for 8 years, and has numerous Coach 
of the Year awards in basketball and track, as well as other 
honors and accolades. He graduated from Mauldin High 
School in 1977 and Claflin University in 1982.  

Oscar Neely gives unselfishly of himself as a community 

volunteer. He serves both in the Church and the Communi-
ty. At his Church he is the Chairman of Deacon Ministry; 

Past President of the Brotherhood Ministry; Superintendent 
of Sunday School; and a Sunday School Teacher. In the 
Community he is the Local Director of the Kevin Garnett, 

Greg Buckner, Josh Howard, and Trevor Booker NBA Bas-
ketball Camp since 1998. Oscar has served as several 

boards. As a member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. 
Oscar has served in the Southeastern Province for 43 years, 

a Life Member of the Province and Fraternity, becoming a 
member in 1979 Gamma Nu Chapter Claflin University, 
where he served as Polemarch and Guide Right Director. As 

a member of Greenville Alumni Chapter, Oscar served as 
Fundraiser Chairman, Guide Right Director, Social Chair-

man, Reclamation Chairman, Vice Polemarch, and Pole-
march, and served as Delegate at Province Council Meeting 

and Grand Chapter meeting representing Greenville Alum-
ni. Oscar is currently a Member of the Board of Directors of 
Greenville Alumni Chapter. At the Province level, Oscar 

has served as the Chairman of Southeastern Province 

Guide Right Youth Program for the last 16 years, Vice 

Chairman National Guide Right Commission Youth Pro-
gram for the last 14 years; and Chaplin of National Guide 

Right Commission. Oscar is a member and Chaplin of the 
Claflin University Alumni Chapter of the Upstate, President 

of the Peg Leg Bates Foundation. Oscar was name SC 2016 
Jobs for Americaôs Graduates Specialist of the Year, 2010 
Delta Academy Community Service Award Winner, 2010 

Salvation Boys and girls Club Mentor of the Year and was 
the 2011 Kappa Man of the Year Greenville Alumni Chap-

ter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. for the fourth time.  
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Obafemi Opaaje is a Fall 2021 
Delta Xi initiate majoring in 
Health & Human Performance. 

Born in the always thriving coun-
try of Nigeria but raised in the 
booming metropolis of Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

Currently as an undergraduate 
at Albany State University, 

Obafemi Opaaje is the Vice 
President of the organization 

African Student Association, serves as the First Royal 
Gentleman on the Royal Court and holds the position of 

Strategus for the Delta Xi Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi. 

Brother Obafemi Opaaje currently holds a Health Science 
degree and plans on graduating Albany State University 

with a Health & Human Performance. After completing 
Albany State, he plans on pursuing a Respiratory Care 

degree to practice in the field of respiratory care. 

Nominating Committee Note: 

Please note that the positions of Lt. Strategus and the 

Board of Directors (SC) Collegiate did not have any can-
didates file prior to the deadline. Nominations will be 
accepted from the floor according to the established 

guidelines. Interested brothers should contact Nominating 
Committee Chairman, Brother Dominique Riggins, as 

instructed above. 

Also, it should be noted that Brother Jay Dee Dillard is 
the only candidate who submitted for Board of Directors 

(UAE) Alumni position. 
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Brother Justin R. Harris is a third
-year undergraduate Mechanical 
Engineering major at the Georgia 
Institute of Technology. Hailing 
from Columbus, Georgia, he is a 
Fall 2021 initiate of the Lambda 
Delta Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity, Incorporated. 
 
Throughout his time on Georgia 
Techôs campus, Justin has chal-
lenged himself by occupying sev-
eral leadership positions that trans-

cend disciplinary boundaries. He has served as a research 
assistant in 2 separate laboratories contributing to break-
throughs in structural mechanics of rehabilitation medical 
devices and buildings. Outside of his immediate academic 
interests, Justin has served to alleviate the plight of disad-
vantaged communities through his work with a prominent 
living-learning community known as Impact. In his role as 
both a member and project lead, Justin has facilitated pro-
jects addressing issues related to sustainability, diversity, 
and social good including but not limited to, recycling, voter 
suppression, and economic mobility of international stu-
dents. During his collegiate summers, Justin interned at 
Starrett-Bytewise Laser Measurement Systems and 
Northrop-Grumman on the development of next-generation 
products in the manufacturing and defense industries.  
 
In an untraditional sense, Justin has cultivated and refined 
his skills as a leader through his favorite sport, soccer. He 
has served as both a team captain and a distinguished refer-
ee for the last 8 years, working with a plethora of groups to 
manage intense games across all ages and levels including 
semi-professional soccer. In even his short time as an under-
graduate brother , Justin has already begun to blossom into 
an established Greek leader on campus, fulfilling a NPHC 
Executive position on the Board and intending to serve on 
future committees as an advocate for inclusion and progress.  
 
Justinôs hobbies include cooking, fishing, music, running, 
and traveling. Upon graduating, Justin intends to use his 
degree in the development of medical devices to enhance 
the quality of medical care for those with chronic condi-
tions. Furthermore, Justin has maintained a 3.86 GPA de-
spite the rigorous course load, demanding leadership posi-
tions, and extracurricular activities. Justin, utilizing his 
steadfastness, determination, and charisma will continue to 
navigate the challenges of the office of Junior Vice Pole-
march. 

Southeastern Province  

Brief Candidate Biographies 
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Brother Plez A. Joyner is a 1982 

initiate of the Georgia Tech Chap-

ter, the Lambda Delta of Kappa 

Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. He has 

been active in the Fraternity since 

his initiation and has been a pres-

ence within the Southeastern 

Province for the past twenty plus 

years as a Board Member and/or 

Committee Chair. 

As an undergraduate at Georgia Tech, Brother Joyner 

served as Polemarch, Keeper of Exchequer, and Dean of 

Pledges. He was Polemarch when Lambda Delta was the 

undergraduate host for the 1985 Province Council Meeting. 

After graduation, Brother Joyner spent a few years as a 

member of the Atlanta (GA) Alumni, working with the 

Kappa League Program, before joining the Stone Mountain

-Lithonia Alumni (GA) Chapter in 1997. As a member of 

Stone Mountain-Lithonia Alumni, he is a two-time recipi-

ent of both the Chapter Man of the Year Award and the Phi 

Nu Pi Award. He has served there as Polemarch, Keeper of 

Records, and a Board Member. In the Southeastern Prov-

ince, Brother Joyner has been elected to the offices of 

Keeper of Records and Nominating Committee Chair. In 

addition, he has also served as Advisor Committee Co-

Chairman, Membership Intake Chairman, Website Com-

mittee Chairman, Chapter Certification Committee Chair-

man, and Technology Committee Chairman. On the Grand 

Board level, Brother Joyner has served on the Strategic 

Planning Committee and was the secretary for the 74th 

Grand   Chapter Local Planning Committee when the Grand 

Chapter Meeting was held in Atlanta in 1999. 

Currently, Brother Joyner is the Keeper of Records for the 

Southeastern Province, as well as, serving as the Advisor to 

the Lambda Delta Chapter for his twenty-second consecu-

tive year and  also serving in his seventh year as the Advisor 

Training Coordinator for the National Advisors Committee.  

Professionally, Brother Joyner is the Chief Operating Officer 

for the Bronner Bros., Inc. He  has a bachelorôs degree in 

electrical engineering from Georgia Tech and has over 

twenty-five yearsô experience in management consulting. 

He was married to late Corrine Robinson Joyner for 31 

years and he is the father of a 20-year-old daughter, Corrina 

Simone, who is a sophomore in college. 
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Corey L. Smith currently serves the 
Southeastern Province as Keeper of Ex-
chequer and has held that position since 
2020. He is a member of the Alpharetta-
Smyrna (GA) Alumni Chapter and is a 
2004 initiate of the College Park (GA) 
Alumni Chapter. Brother Smith is a Life 
Member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity 
and of the Southeastern Province. He has 
worked tirelessly for Kappa Alpha Psi in 
several capacities since his initiation.  

Brother Smith was born and raised in 
Americus, GA. He graduated in 1998 from Albany State 
University with a Bachelorôs Degree in Mathematics. He 
went on to receive a Masterôs of Public Administration De-
gree in Policy Analysis and Program Evaluation from Geor-
gia State University in 2003, and also attained a Graduate 
Certificate in Planning and Economic Development. 

In addition to Southeastern Province Keeper of Exchequer, 
Brother Smith has served Kappa on the 84th Grand Chapter 
Awards Reception Committee, the 82nd Grand Chapter 
Constitution and Statutes Committee, and the 81st Grand 
Chapter Elections Committee. He was also Editor-in-Chief/
Reporter of ñThe Southeastern Khronicleò from 2008-
2021. He is a member of the Southeastern Province MTA 
Committee, where he has been the Testing Coordinator for 
over a decade and is also a member of the Southeastern 
Province Finance Committee. Brother Smith previously 
served the Province as Deputy Chief of Staff, Director of 
Membership Development, and Director of Administrative 
Services. While with the College Park (GA) Alumni Chap-
ter, Corey served as Keeper of Exchequer, MOIP/MTA 
Chairman, Guide Right Chairman, and Silhouette Liaison. 

Professionally, Brother Smith has spent 24 years with the 
Georgia Department of Labor and is currently the Assistant 
Director with the Workforce Statistics Division where he 
oversees the production of Georgia statistics including the 
unemployment rate, occupational wages, job gains/losses, 
and industry and occupational employment projections. 

Brother Smith became a member of the Pride of Albany, 
Masonic Lodge #360 PHA in 1996 and has served as a 
member of the Georgia High School Association as a soft-
ball, baseball, and basketball official since 2009. 

Corey is married to Erica Greene Smith and is the proud 

father of a daughter, Dominique. 

Southeastern Province  

Brief Candidate Biographies 
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Jaren Taylor is a 22-year-old 
Computer Science major from 
Atlanta, GA. He is a Fall 21ô 
initiate of the Delta Xi chapter of 
Kappa Alpha Psi and currently 
serves as Keeper of Exchequer 
for his chapter. Taylor also is an 
entrepreneur who owns a sneaker 
business (Sacred Supply LLC). 
This Brother is very passionate 
about tech and financial literacy 

and he plans to use his degree to expand his business and 
inspire the next generation of tech users and innovators.  

Larry Sullivan is a junior 
at Mercer University from 
Augusta, GA. He double 
majors in Journalism and 
Communication with a mi-
nor in Media Studies. Broth-
er Sullivan is currently the 
Polemarch and Historian of 
the Theta Pi Chapter. In his 

free time, Brother Sullivan enjoys giving back to the com-
munity and working on his photography.  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (GA) COLLEGIATE  

PROVINCE HISTORIAN  

It has been the greatest honor to 
serve the brothers of the Southeast-
ern Province as Historian since 
March 2009.  We have published 
three editions of our history book.  
With your assistance we are working 
to publish our forth volume.  Other 
provinces are looking to the South-
eastern Province to mentor them as 
they look to publish their history.  
Our history book has generated in-
come to fund scholarships for the 
Province each year since publication.  
I, Dr. Christopher E. Johnson, look 

forward to serving with the Southeastern Province Board of 
Directors to chart the next chapter of our history with your 
vote. 

I look forward to seeing you at our 2022 Southeastern Prov-
ince Council. 
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I am your Southeastern Province Board 
of Directors (GA) Alumni, Odell Tay-
lor, Jr., a Life Member of both the 
Fraternity and the Southeastern Prov-
ince. A proud 1995 graduate, and Life-
time Alumni Association member of 
the University of Southern Mississippi 
with a degree in Journalism and a 2004 
graduate of the University of Phoenix 
with a Master of Business Administra-
tion. I am employed by Houghton Mif-
flin Harcourt as its National Segment 
Director of Intervention, overseeing 14 

states and Puerto Rico which are responsible for $66 million 
in revenue. I seek to continue the work I have started within 
the Province as the lines of communication have been en-
hanced and progress toward óOne Kappaô is being made. 
 
I am a Spring 2000 initiate of the Greenville (MS) Alumni 
Chapter, and since my time in Georgia I have held member-
ships with College Park (GA), and charter member of the 
Lawrenceville Duluth (GA) Alumni Chapter (LDAC). In 
addition to serving the Province as a Board member, I 
served LDAC as its Polemarch for four years. During my 
administrations, LDAC experienced tremendous growth and 
provincial recognition. One of my most notable achieve-
ments was the establishment of the ñ20 for 20ò scholarship 
program, where LDAC committed to award a $1000 schol-
arship for each of the 20 schools in Gwinnett County Public 
Schools, and I stand proud to say that commitment from the 
LDAC still stands today. Since its inception, the program 
has awarded over $260k scholarships to deserving African 
American male students. I was instrumental in the establish-
ment of one of the largest African-American fraternity 
events in the Southeast ï the LDAC Kappa Luau ï which 
serves as the Chapterôs signature event. I also served as the 
Host Metro Atlanta Coalition of Kappa Polemarch for the 
2015 National Founders Day event held in Atlanta, and the 
M.A.C.K. host chapter Polemarch of the 2013 M.A.C.K. 
Foundersô Day Celebration.  
 
While pleased with my achievements to date as your SEP 
Board of Directors member from Georgia, I recognize that 
there is yet more work to be done. I aspire to continue to 
improve the lines of communication between Georgia and 
South Carolina , with the hopes of creating a platform that 
allows chapters to upload IHQ-approved events to a single 
site for Province distribution. I seek to bring back the SEP 
Life Membership Program as many brothers have inquired 
about what cost would that require, and I seek to promote 
better communication for grants like ñGood Health WINSò 
and establish a Regional Province Fifth Sunday Service with 
the help of this administration. 

Southeastern Province  
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Dr. Joseph W. Ducksworth is 

a native of Mendenhall, MS, and 

is currently a member of the 

Carrollton-Douglasville (GA) 

Alumni Chapter (CDAC). He was 

initiated at the CDAC in 2010. Dr. 

Ducksworth completed his under-

graduate studies at the University 

of Southern Mississippi, where 

he was active in many organiza-

tions and earned double degrees in 

Biology and Psychology. He then earned his Doctor of 

Dental Surgery Degree from the University of Tennes-

see, Memphis. After dental school, he completed com-

prehensive Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery training at 

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, in Los Angeles, CA. He 

also holds a Master of Business Administration De-

gree from Georgia College & State University.  

Professionally, Dr. Ducksworth has provided compre-

hensive Oral and Maxillofacial Surgical services to 

patients at multiple clinics and hospitals, in the metro 

Atlanta, GA area. Currently, he maintains a successful 

private practice. He performs civic healthcare duties, 

providing surgical care on free dental days.  

Dr. Ducksworth has been actively involved with Kappa 

since his initiation. During his time of functioning as 

the chapterôs Keeper of Exchequer and Vice-Polemarch, 

he was active in helping the administration successfully 

move the chapter forward. As Polemarch, the chapter 

received numerous recognitions and awards at the pro-

vincial and international levels. He is currently on the 

chapterôs Board of Directors and serves as a committee 

chairman. Since 2011, he has also maintained a position 

with the chapterôs affiliate foundation., presently serv-

ing on the foundationôs Board of Directors and as 

Treasurer. He has attended multiple province council 

meetings, serving as a delegate, and worked on the 

Healthy Kappas Committee and current work with the 

C. Rodger Wilson Leadership Conference (CRWLC). 

During the 2016-17 Fraternal Year, he was appointed the 

Vice- Chairman of CRWLC, and appointed CRWLC 

Chairman in 2017, heôs shown great dedication to en-

suring the conference provides efficient leadership 

training modules; which are informative, interactive, 

and innovative. 
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Dr. James R. Munford is a 
native of Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania, a 1991 initiate of the 
Colorado Springs (CO) Alumni 
Chapter, and a Life Member of 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, 
Inc. He currently serves as the 
Board of Directors - Alumni 
(SC) and Polemarch of the 
Bishopville-Manning-Shaw 
AFB (SC) Alumni Chapter. 

Brother Munford has also served as Keeper of Record, 
Guide Right Chair, Kappa League Program Director, and 
Undergraduate Chapter Advisor. 

Brother Munford is a 21-year veteran of the US Air Force 
with 30+ years of experience providing expertise in the are-
as of strategic planning, project management, and process 
improvements. He holds a Bachelor of Business Admin-
istration in Computer Information Systems from Howard 
University, a Master of Arts in Management from Webster 
University, and a Doctorate in Business Administration in 
Leadership from Walden University. In addition, Brother 
Munford is a Certified Project Management Professional, 
Lean Six Sigma Black Belt Professional, and has earned an 
Executive Certificate in Transformational Nonprofit Leader-
ship from the University of Notre Dame. 

Recognized as a transformational leader, Brother Munford 
possesses an unwavering commitment to excellence and 
achievement. As a result, he learns quickly, develops exper-
tise, and produces immediate contributions in business oper-
ations. During his first year as Polemarch, the chapter was 
recognized as the 2019 Southeastern Province Reclamation 
Chapter of the Year (Small Chapter) and Retention Chapter 
of the Year (Small Chapter). The chapter was further recog-
nized during the 84th Grand Chapter Meeting as the Recla-
mation Chapter of the Year (Small Chapter). In 2021, the 
chapter was recognized as the Southeastern Province Chap-
ter of the Year (Small Chapter) and, subsequently recog-
nized as one of the top four contenders for Chapter of the 
Year (Small) during the 85th Grand Chapter Meeting. Under 
his leadership, chapter membership has increased by 173%, 
and the exchequer has grown by 400%.  

Professionally, Brother Munford serves as the Director of 
Knowledge for College, a 501c3 tax exempt organization 
whose mission is to develop and significantly improve aca-
demic skills, attitudes, and behaviors of students from un-
derserved communities with the objective of improving 
grades, standardized test scores, classroom engagement, and 
opportunities to attend college. Brother Munford is married 
to Dr. Loreli Munford, MD. They have two children, 
DaiôJhana and James Jr. 

Southeastern Province  
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Theoplious (ñTò) Wel-
fare was initiated in the 
Alpha Lambda Chapter at 
South Carolina State Uni-
versity and is a Life Mem-
ber of the Fraternity and 
the Southeastern Province, 
and a member of the Kap-
pa Alpha Psi Foundation 
Million Dollar Club. He is 
an active member of the 
Greenville (SC) Alumni 

Chapter and has held the following positions: Polemarch, 
Vice Polemarch, Keeper of Exchequer, Board of Directors, 
Chairman of Budget/Audit Committee, Financial Manage-
ment Committee, Fundraising Committee, Planning Com-
mittee, and Foundersô Day, and Silhouettes Liaison and Co-
Chair of the First Kappa Knight Program and Sponsor of the 
First Grand Kappa Knight.   Province and National activities 
included Southeastern Province Internal Auditor, Chairman 
of Province Planning Committee for the 39th Province 
Council, Province Council Delegate, and Grand Chapter 
Meeting Delegate.  

Educational and professional profile consists of B.S. Degree 
from South Carolina State University in Chemistry, M.B.A. 
from Clemson University with concentration in finance and 
management, Staff Process engineer and Site-wide ISO 
Quality Management System Coordinator with Mitsubishi 
Polyester Film, LLC, Certified Lead Internal Auditor, Certi-
fied Six Sigma Black Belt in Statistical Techniques, Market-
ing Specialist with Hoechst Celanese, and Physical Testing 
Lab Manager with American Enka. Currently retired from a 
position of Staff Marketing Technical Service Engineer with 
Mitsubishi Polyester Film, LLC. Some of the awards re-
ceived are the 2018 Leadership Award, the Polemarchôs 
Award, Achievement Award, and the Outstanding Leader-
ship Award from the Greenville Alumni Chapter, Awards of 
Appreciation from the Southeastern Province, Distinguished 
Service Award and Heroôs Award from South Carolina 
State University Alumni Association, and Leadership 
Award from Hoechst Federal Credit Union for the terms 
served as a Director on the Board of Directors. Past Treasur-
er of Reedy River Missionary Baptist and presently serving 
as a Trustee at the Reedy River Missionary Baptist Church 
in Mauldin, SC. 

I consider it a great honor to serve as the Province Internal 

Auditor and take the responsibility very serious. As a result, 

my mission is to ensure a strong Province internal control 

system to prevent theft and embezzlement and to deter 

ñHonestò Brothers from misconduct. 

Southeastern Province  
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James Frank Austin 

III is a Spring 2018 

initiate of the Americus

-Sumter (GA) Alumni 

Chapter, where he is the 

current Polemarch. He 

has also served as the 

Vice Polemarch, Assis-

tant Keeper of Excheq-

uer and Risk Management Chair, as well as served on the 

various committees within the chapter furthering the ad-

vancements of social and community involvement. James 

Austin matriculated through Morehouse College and earned 

a BA degree in Finance with a minor in sales, with honors. 

In his collegiate career, he has led several mentoring organ-

izations and service on the Student Government Associa-

tion representing his Junior Class.  

Professionally, he is the Assistant Superintendent of Fi-

nance and Operations for Twiggs County Public Schools 

and is the senior leader for the Business, Finance, Opera-

tions and the School Nutrition Divisions. He leads the stra-

tegic planning of the district as it relates to internal and ex-

ternal audit, budgeting, capital outlay and certain federal 

programs. Prior, James served as the Chief Financial Of-

ficer in Macon County Schools and led the district in reduc-

ing cash flow deficient in year one of service. He served as 

the one of the youngest CFOs in the United States by ob-

taining such honor at the age of 21, and is currently one of 

the youngest Assistant Superintendents in the State of 

Georgia. Defying all odds, James has managed to turn 

around school districts audits, operations, cash flow, budget 

and is preparing an award winning Annual Comprehensive 

Financial Report to show excellence in financial reporting.  

James is a member of the St. Johnôs Lodge #17 PHA of 

Americus, has served in leadership roles with the National 

Sales Network of Atlanta, GA, the Institute of Management 

Accountants, and received a proclamation from the City of 

Atlanta for his service to the community at large. James has 

led a prominent Opportunity Zone Fund to being recog-

nized in the ñTop 25 for the Most Influential Fundsò in the 

Nation. Family and Faith are essential to James. He serves 

as the Minister of Music for Anointed Hearts Ministry in 

Americus, GA. He has one son and one daughter. 
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As a leader and community fig-

ure, Pastor Vardry A. Freeman 

identifies with the importance of 

living the life that he preaches. He 

presents himself as a servant of 

Christ who is not ashamed to 

preach and teach the Word of God. 

Pastor Freeman was born in Green-

ville, South Carolina. Being edu-

cated in the Greenville County 

School System, he is a proud 1985 

graduate of Mauldin High School. He received his license 

to preach the gospel in 1991 and was ordained in 2000. 

Pastor Freeman is married to the former Loretta Harper and 

to their union they have a son. He also has a beautiful 

daughter and 3 wonderful grandchildren.  

Pastor Freeman holds a Doctorate in Ministry with a 

major in Theology from Columbia Theological Seminary. 

He has a diploma in Theology from American Baptist The-

ological Seminary. He obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree 

in Religious Education and a Masters of Divinity from 

Christian Bible College and Seminary. He did additional 

studies at Cornell University School of Business, Gardner 

Webb University, and Institute of Biblical Studies Liber-

ty University. 

Pastor Freeman realizes that ministry expands beyond 

the edifice of the church and desires to make a difference 

in the lives of Godôs people. He serves as an active member 

of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Baptist Minis-

tersô Fellowship of Greenville and Vicinity, he served as 

the President of the Baptist Ministers Fellowship and Vicin-

ity in 2018- 2020, Masonic Lodge Prince Hall, SC Educa-

tion Mission and served as the Chaplain of the Southeast-

ern Province on the board of National Chaplains for the 

Fraternity. Foremost, he is the Pastor of Poplar Spring 

Missionary Baptist Church of Simpsonville, SC, which 

began in August of 2000. Pastor Freemanôs purpose and 

dedication to God allows him to enrich the lives of the 

believers, to thirst for a closer relationship with God and 

help the unbeliever to know God. Pastor Freeman teaches 

and proclaims the gospel of Jesus Christ with authority 

and boldness to enhance the spiritual lives of His people. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE CHAIR  

Brother Dominique W. Riggins is a 

2016 initiate of the Claflin Universi-

ty Chapter, the Gamma Nu of Kappa 

Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. Since his 

initiation as an undergraduate, he has 

been active in the fraternity. He has 

been a presence within the South-

eastern Province for the past six 

years as a Board Member and a 

Committee Chair. As an undergradu-

ate at Claflin, Brother Riggins was 

President of the Student Government 

Association (SGA) and served two consecutive terms as 

Vice Polemarch of the Gamma Nu Chapter. He was also a 

part of the Eta Class of the Fraternityôs Undergraduate 

Leadership Institute (ULI). Brother Riggins received the 

highest award for outstanding student service at Claflin 

University. Also, he achieved the highest cumulative grade 

point average within his major and was awarded the Lead-

ership and Service Award for the School of Humanities 

and Social Sciences. Brother Riggins was a Presidential 

Scholar and was the lone senior to graduate with such dis-

tinction. He was a member of the conscientious Alice Car-

son Tisdale Honors College. After graduation, Brother 

Riggins joined the Albany (GA) Alumni Chapter, and he 

serves on the MTA and Guide Right committees. 

 
Brother Riggins has been elected to the offices of Under-

graduate Board of Directors (SC) and Junior Province Vice 

Polemarch in the Southeastern Province. On the Grand 

Chapter level, Brother Riggins served on the Council of 

Junior Province Vice Polemarchs and as Membership 

Training Academy (MTA), National Vice Chairman. At the 

83rd Grand Chapter Meeting in Orlando, FL, he served as a 

delegate and member of the Grand Chapter Nominating 

Committee. He was granted the Guy Levis Grant Award 

(94th) during the 84th Grand Chapter Meeting in Philadel-

phia, PA. Currently, Brother Riggins is the Nominating 

Committee Chair for the Southeastern Province. 

 
Professionally, Brother Riggins is a High School Social 
Studies Teacher for the Dougherty County School System 
and is in his fourth year of teaching. He was recently named 
2022-23 Teacher of the Year for Dougherty Comprehensive 
High School. He also serves as the Interim Executive Direc-
tor of the Albany Civil Rights Institute. He holds a bache-
lorôs degree in history from Claflin University. 
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Below are highlights from an interview conducted by Niles Holt, Kappa League TV Host and Reporter 
(Alpharetta-Smyrna)., with Atlanta Mayor, Brother Andre Dickens. 

Niles Holt, Kappa League TV: Thank you for joining us, Mayor Dickens.  

Mayor Dickens: Thank you. Thank you for having me.  

 
Niles Holt, Kappa League TV: First off, how does it feel to be elected as mayor in the city you grew 
up in and in the city you attended college?  

Mayor Dickens: It's a wonderful thing. This is a dream come true. I had this dream when I was 16 years 
old that I wanted to be mayor of Atlanta, being born and raised here. I knew that Atlanta was a very spe-
cial place on Earth. And I set my sights towards becoming mayor one day. I told my mom about it. I told 
friends about it. I even told leadership in the city about it. And, you know, I believed that dreams are 
made to come true. I didn't think I had this vision for no reason. I had it for a real reason and that was for 
it to come true. And I thank God that it did. And, you know, Elder Watson Diggs is a founder of our Fra-
ternity. He was better known as the Dreamer, and my line when I pledged Kappa was ñSix Keepers of a 
Dream.ò So, I fundamentally believe that I had a dream. I saw it through; all my friends and supporters 
helped me get there. And, you know, God blessed me with this, and I'm excited.  
 
Niles Holt, Kappa League TV: What are some key items that you want to accomplish as mayor?  

Mayor Dickens: Well, right now we have a tale of two cities. A lot of prosperity that people have a lot 
of great opportunities. They have a lot of money. You know, they have freedom. But then there's still 
parts of the city that don't have those things. They don't have a lot of money or access. There's actually a 
lot of poverty. And so, I want to overcome this multi-generational poverty where people that were born 
in poverty right now only have a 4% chance of making it to the upper middle class in Atlanta. And that's 
the highest income immobility in the nation. That means you're stuck. And so, for me, my goal is to 
make sure that people have an opportunity to a good job, a great education, good skills and training, 
great health, health outcomes and affordable housing. So, I'm really about equity, access and inclusion to 
make sure all people thrive in Atlanta.  
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Niles Holt, Kappa League TV: How has your Atlanta roots prepared you for this position as mayor?  

Mayor Dickens: Well, I'm prepared because, you know, I know the legacy of great Atlanta leaders 
like Maynard Jackson. I was born just six months after Maynard Jackson took office as the first black 
mayor for Atlanta, and being born and raised in Atlanta and going to an Atlanta Public School and 
graduating from Benjamin Mays High School. I know the legacy of the city and I understand where we 
can be and what we have as great historical leadership, how we work together and come together. I 
understand those things. And so, me knowing these roads and sidewalks and trails, and me knowing 
Marta and I know the education system, I went through K through 12 in Atlanta. I went through col-
lege in Atlanta. I went through my master's program in Atlanta. So, from an educational approach per-
spective, I know Atlanta from soup to nuts, as they say, from A to Z. I also know the nonprofit sector. 
You know, I was the chief development officer for a large nonprofit. And you know, I believe that me 
wanting to see this city be the best version of itself; to deliver on that economic inclusion that Maynard 
Jackson talked about and wanting to make sure that black and brown people and women were able to 
lead businesses or get good jobs or etcetera. Now I'm the seventh black mayor, and seven is the num-
ber of completion. And so, I want to make sure I carry out his vision while making sure we get to that 
economic inclusion, that equity, that he espoused, that he talked about. I also want to make sure that 
we overcome homelessness and that we make sure we reduce this crime wave that we're in. We have 
challenges with people committing murders, which is just horrible. And so, I want to take the oppor-
tunity to get people a plan of action towards prosperity, towards opportunity versus this despair that 
folks have and this mentality of, you know, despair. So, I want to make sure we overcome that.  

Niles Holt, Kappa League TV: You also attended Georgia Tech. Can you speak to what that experi-
ence was like?  

Mayor Dickens: Yeah, I was the first in my family to go to college, the first to go to a university, and 
I went to Georgia Tech. It was the school that accepted me first. I only applied to Tech. They came to 
me, and I was at an event and had an opportunity to go to a summer program and that summer pro-
gram, I did well, and they pretty much accepted me into college from there. So, Tech was a special 
place for me and my family because it was a place that was different. The first time I ever studied with 
people that weren't black, first time I was in a room that was that large before with 250 people some-
times in the classroom. You know, big things happened at Georgia Tech, and I was able to take my 
Atlanta Public School education, my mom and my family's upbringing, and took it to the big leagues 
by going to Tech. And immediately, once I got there, I found a home with the Office of Minority Edu-
cation Development, a family feeling there where they help black and brown kids get through college. 
And then I joined a fraternity, Kappa Alpha Psi, that really solidified my brotherhood, and I had people 
I could depend on. That gave me a source of leadership where I became Polemarch and I learned how 
to deal with complex issues and competing interests. People want to do this. Some want to do that. 
How do we find compromise? It helped me manage money. So that experience of being at college still 
close enough to home, that if incidents happened at home or if I need to see my mom, I was close 
enough to go back home. But I was also far enough away in my academics, that I was on a whole other 
planet. As my requirements for educational needs were so high and the performance requirements were 
so high, that I had to zone in and focus on school. But I was still close enough to get home, so Tech 
was perfect for me. I was able to perform on a big stage, like at a big, you know, Division One school, 
one of the top schools in the nation. To be able to go there and maintain my scholarship and keep a 3.0 
average, but still, I was the president of the African-American student union. I was on Student Govern-
ment Association. I helped with political campaigns, and I was able to be a part of a lot of significant 
things that have paved the way for others at Georgia Tech. All that demonstrated to me that anything is 
possible. So, it gave me this confidence. It gave me a skill set that I take with me in business. It gave 
me a skill set that I take with me in politics. And it also, you know, it gave me a boldness of spirit that 
I can do just about anything like run for mayor, and win.  



PAGE 18 WWW.SOUTHEASTERNPROV INCE.ORG  

THE SOUTHEASTERN KHR ONICLE  SPRING 2022 

C9!¢¦w9 Lb¢9w±L9² 

ATLANTA MAYOR ANDRE DICKENS CONT.  

VOLUME 18, ISSUE 3  

Niles Holt, Kappa League TV: And now there's a big push to get young people in STEM fields and 
especially to get black youth in STEM fields, and I know that when you were at Georgia Tech, you 
majored in chemical engineering. So, can you speak to what led you to choose that major in that field, 
and even if that skillset blends into your job as mayor today?  

Mayor Dickens: Yeah. I was good at chemistry and math. I was always good at math. Ever since I 
was second, third grade and then I was good at chemistry, took A.P. chemistry as well in high school. 
And so, with that, my counselor said, you ought to be a chemical engineer. Now, I didn't know what an 
engineer was, nor a chemical engineer at the time. I didn't know anybody that was an engineer. She 
made me look it up. I found out what it was. And, in the library, at school, and I saw that they made 
great money. I saw that to get there you had to know a lot about math and science and be interested in 
it. But I said, sure, that's what I'll do. I signed up for a summer program called ñMITE,ò Minorities 
Interested in Technology and Engineering. I think that's what it was. And I did that, and STEM was 
great for me because I have this analytical mind now, scientific method. I make decisions. I try to 
make rational decisions. I try to make fact-based decisions and data- driven decisions that think 
through problems and think about variables. You're known unknowns, the pathway that's been fol-
lowed before, is probably the path where we can follow now and any deviations you take, you've got to 
take a calculated risk. And so, engineering has helped me be a better leader because I think through 
problems differently, systematically. I'm emotional about a few things, but I'm scientific about most 
things, and so I can compartmentalize and make sure we just do the job. And, you know, serve people, 
and help move society forward. With the fire in my belly and with the scientific knowledge that I have, 
STEM serves me well as a leader of a city, because I can just solve problems in a much faster, more 
succinct and robust way.  

 

Niles Holt, Kappa League TV: Do you have any words of encouragement for Kappa Leaguers who 
are in support of your run as mayor?  

Mayor Dickens: Well, my words of encouragement are thank you, first. Thank you for anybody that 
supported me in this election cycle. It was a big deal to run against a previous mayor, run against a 
City Council president and a number of other people, there were 14 of us, so anybody that took the 
chance of supporting me, I thank you. It helped me. You don't get elected by yourself. You get elected 
by people that care about you to put their neck out there and support you. But the words of encourage-
ment to Kappa Leaguers and their parents are, stay the course. Continue to fight for what you believe 
in. You know, keep the main thing. The main thing is, I like to say, if you want to be an engineer, if 
you want to be an actor, if you want to be a movie star movie, a music producer, if you want to be a 
developer, builder, if you want to build out apps, keep the main thing, the main thing and focus on that. 
And I encourage you to really work harder than anybody else that is competing for that same type of 
outcome. For me, my work ethic has really shown up in ways that people are often surprised. I say I 
work from can't see morning to can't see night. So, I'm up before dawn and I go to bed when all the 
work is done, and I still am able to get a good amount of rest in. Now for young folks, yôall still need 
to have fun, still need to have friends. You still need to make sure you know your way in the world, 
but for Kappa Leaguers that are trying to pursue a heavy, big lift, the big goal, you know, go for it, be-
lieve in yourself, ask others for help and don't ever let anybody tell you that you can't do it, because I 
think that you've seen enough people in our society that have accomplished incredible things. Ordinary 
people doing extraordinary tasks are all around us and I say, stay encouraged and keep the faith and 
keep going.  
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Niles Holt, Kappa League TV: And lastly, as you mentioned before, you became a member of Kappa 
Alpha Psi while at Georgia Tech. Can you speak as to what drew you to that fraternity in the first place 
and the role that it continues to play in your life today?  

Mayor Dickens: Yeah, Kappas are just cool! I mean, that was the first thing about it, the NUPES were 
the guys that were getting their schoolwork done, but they also were leading in the organizations, the 
planning of events, the parties, the social functions; they were the counselors for the incoming fresh-
men. So, they were cool. They knew how to have fun, but they also managed their business. So, that's 
the cool thing that I thought about the Kappas that were at Georgia Tech, and I found out that they 
were like that at many other campuses. So, I didn't know what a fraternity was before I got on campus. 
I used to be like, What's that K A Y? I don't know what a K A PSI was. Remember, I was the first in 
my family go to college, I knew none of this stuff. I was like who are these dudes in this red? But they 
were the guys that were very helpful, and they were having fun, and they were shooting basketball on 
Friday nights and Saturdays when I was shooting ball, and they were playing spades and you know, I 
had a good time at their parties. And I was like, all right, what's up with y'all? And you know, I found 
out they had a mission, a goal. We had objectives. You know, Kappa Alpha Psi is all about achieve-
ment in every field of human endeavor. And I said, ok, I can get with that. That's me. That's what I 
want to be about, because at the time when I got to Georgia Tech, I would introduce myself as, ñHi, 
I'm Andre Dickens. I'm from Atlanta, Georgia. I'm a chemical engineering major, and I want to be 
mayor of Atlanta.ò That was my introduction. You know, theyôd say, stand up and introduce yourself 
and I would say, ñHi, my name is Andre Dickens. I'm from Atlanta, Georgia. I'm a chemical engineer-
ing major, and I want to be mayor of Atlanta,ò and I was saying that, and people were like (laughs) 
well, ok, that's what it is. I know my goal. I know my dream. And Kappa helped me with my goals and 
my dreams along the way. And here I am. Without Kappa, I don't know if I'd be here.  

 

Niles Holt, Kappa League TV: Thank you so much for your time, Mayor Dickens.  

Mayor Dickens: All right. Thank you so much for your time and continue to be a bright, awesome 
young man and encourage others to be the same. And I'll be here for you.  
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GRAND POLEMARCH SHELTON DELIVERS BHM  

DIVINE NINE MESSAGE  

As part of its ñOur Storyò Black History 
Month celebration, Saint Mark United Meth-
odist Church, included a tribute to historically 
Black fraternities and sororities. Pastor Rev-
erend Charles White, Sr., emphasized the 
powerful influence these organizations, 
known as the ñDivine Nineò have on their 
local communities and how elected officials 
look to them for input and guidance. The 34th 
Grand Polemarch, Rueben Shelton, III, Es-
quire, was the featured speaker, and not only 
brought an insightful message but sung a 
powerful opening song. One keen insight he 
shared was that ñour dream should be bigger 
than our memories,ò and it is important to 
take care of our communities, our seniors, our 
babies. He emphasized the common vision of 
community engagement, advocacy, and phi-
lanthropy shared across the organizations, 
which numbers nearly 4 million members. As 
such, when the Divine Nine speaks, people 
listen. The Greenville Journal included a fea-
ture article as part of its Black History Month 
series, which can be accessed here.  

https://greenvillejournal.com/black-history-month/divine-nine-fraternities-and-sororities-continue-to-have-powerful-influence/
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